
439Chapter 15: The Environment

EXPLORING social problems

Waste and Recycling
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Figure 15.2

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The EPA (2013, p.10) explains the value of 
recycling:

Some waste products are recycled at a 
higher rate (refer to Figure 15.3).

Recycling has environmental benefits at 
every stage in the life cycle of a consumer 
product—from the raw material with which 
it’s made to its final method of disposal. By 
utilizing used, unwanted, or obsolete materials 
as industrial feedstocks or for new materials 
or products, Americans can each do our part 
to make recycling, including composting work. 
Aside from reducing GHG [greenhouse gas] 
emissions, which contribute to global warming, 
recycling, including composting also provides 
significant economic and job creation impacts.

What items do you regularly recycle? 
How did you learn about recycling?
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Figure 15.3

In 2012, Americans generated 251 million tons of trash. Per person per day, this equates to 4.38 pounds of trash or 
municipal solid waste (MSW). The types of MSW we discarded are presented in Figure 15.1. Identify the top three MSW 
materials discarded in 2012.

Approximately 65% of the trash ends up in 1,500 landfills and incinerators; the rest of the material is recovered or 
recycled (refer Figure 15.2). In 2012, Americans recycled and composted 87 million tons of MSW.


